Woodlands Park Primary School

HOMEWORK POLICY

Mission Statement
Through a passion for learning rooted in mutual respect and warm, honest relationships our school
community provides a platform for success for all.

Woodlands Park Primary School re-reviewed this policy: May 2024

This policy will be formally reviewed annually

Next review: September 2025

Homework Policy
Version date: May 2024
Page 1 of 5



Woodlands Park Primary School

Introduction

At Woodlands Park Primary School we believe that a homework programme helps children to
develop the skills and attitudes they will need for successful lifelong learning. Homework also
supports the development of independent learning skills and provides parents with an opportunity
to take part in their child’'s education.

Research

Evidence after researching the impact of setting homework for children from The Education
Endowment Foundation, shows that,

Key ﬁndings 1. Homework has a positive impact on average (+ 5 months),

particularly with pupils in secondary schools.

2. Some pupils may not have a quiet space for home learning — it is
important for schools to consider how home learning can be supported

(e.g. through providing homework clubs for pupils).

3. Homework that is linked to classroom work tends to be more
effective. In particular, studies that included feedback on homework had

higher impacts on learning.

4. It is important to make the purpose of homework clear to pupils (e.g.

to increase a specific area of knowledge, or to develop fluency in

a particular area).

Aims
Through this policy we aim to:

o Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school;

o Improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond
the classroom environment;

Encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences;

Ensure homework is valued, marked and celebrated;

Reinforce learning in class by providing further opportunities for individual learning;

Develop lifelong learning skills, eg questioning, researching;

To prepare Year 6 pupils for transfer to secondary school.

Recommended Time Allocation

Normally, homework challenges are set once a week with a week given for completion.
Homework activities, on average, should take approximately 1 hour to complete across the
school. This does not include reading.

Homework should never be too onerous nor should it create stress within the pupil’s family.

Reading at Home

In addition to spending approximately an hour on their homework challenges each week, we
expect all of our children to be supported with their reading at home.
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As a school, we recognise the importance of reading at home so that pupils can develop a love
of reading and have the time to make progress in this core area of the curriculum. However, we
also recognise the importance of being actively involved in out of school activities that can inhibit
the amount of time or energy needed to read at home.

We therefore expect our children to read their book from school at home at least 5 times a week
for at least 10 minutes. In addition, you might want to share a book with your child at home and
develop and encourage a wider reading base (eg newspapers, websites, leaflets etc...)

Homework During Holidays

Homework is not given during the holidays as we see this as being an opportunity for quality family
time together. The only exception could possibly be the Easter Holidays for Year 6 pupils in
preparation for their end of year assessments ready for their transition to secondary school.

Accessing Homework Challenges

Homework is uploaded onto the School’'s website every Friday for reference. Additionally, as a
school, we will endeavour to support parents to understand some of the more technical aspects
of a homework challenge, eg methods in maths or vocabulary in grammar. The school
encourages parents to contact the class teacher if you have any questions or concerns.

Foundation Stage Homework

Weekly Logs give an overview of the learning which has been carried out in school during the
previous week and outlines future learning. Ideas for supporting children in their learning at home
are given.

Reading books, library books and tricky word book marks are sent home on a regular basis.

Parents are given opportunities on a weekly basis to comment using post-it-notes in the children’s
reading folders on home learning. These are shared as ‘wow’ moments daily in the class.

Each child has a home learning book.

Year 1 & 2 Homework

A weekly newsletter gives a general overview of what is happening in Key Stage One. Home
learning activities for English, Maths and Topic work are suggested. There is no expectation that
the children will complete them all but we expect all children to spend approximately 1 hour on
homework challenges. The activities suggested are open ended enabling parents to work with
the children at a level and pace they feel comfortable with.

Home learning books are sent home every week. Examples of excellent work and effort is
celebrated in school and are displayed in class as appropriate, as part of the class’ working walls.
Parents are given opportunity to feedback on home learning on the home learning sheet or in the
home learning books.

Reading books are changed weekly and parents are asked to keep a record of their child’s
reading with any comments in the child’s Home Learning book.

Year3 &4

A weekly sheet gives a general overview of learning in class and activities the children have been
involved in. Each week two children are involved in writing this sheet.
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The homework is set in a three weekly cycle, English for one week, Maths for the next and finally a
Topic homework is given. A selection of tasks is set for the children to pick from. Guidance is
given to parents on how to adapt activities for the ability of their child. There is no expectation
that the children will complete them all but we expect all children to spend approximately 1 hour
on homework challenges.

The spellings for each group, within the key stage are sent home on the back of each week’s
homework and ideas are given to help the children learn the spelling rule.

ldeas for learning times tables are given on a weekly basis.

Examples of home learning are displayed in the classroom. Home learning books are sent home
every other week.

Year5& 6

The homework is set in a three weekly cycle, English for one week, Maths for the next and finally a
topic homework is given. A selection of tasks is set for the children to pick from. Guidance is
given to parents on how to adapt activities for the ability of their child. There is no expectation
that the children will complete them all but we expect all children to spend approximately 1 hour
on homework challenges.

A spelling list is sent home at the beginning of each half term and each week the children are
given optional spelling activities to complete. The children are also encouraged to have a go at
the optional mental maths task.

Examples of home learning are displayed in the classroom. Homework books are sent home
every other week.
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